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COURSE OUTLINE 
 

 
1. Data about the study programme 

1.1 Higher education institution Transilvania University of Brasov 
1.2 Faculty  
1.3 Department Interdisciplinary Doctoral School 
1.4 Field of study1)  
1.5 Study level2) PhD 
1.6 Study programme/ Qualification  

 
2. Data about the course  

2.1 Name of course Ethics and Academic Integrity 
2.2 Course convenor PhD Professor Gabriela Ratulea 
2.3 Seminar/ laboratory/ project 
convenor 

PhD Professor Gabriela Ratulea 

2.4 Study year 1 2.5 Semester 1 2.6 Evaluation type E 2.7 Course 
status 

Content3) DG 
Attendance type4) CPC 

 
3. Total estimated time (hours of teaching activities per semester) 

3.1 Number of hours per week 2,5 out of which: 3.2 lecture 1,5 3.3 seminar/ laboratory/ project 1 
3.4 Total number of hours in 
the curriculum 

15 out of which: 3.5 lecture 9 3.6 seminar/ laboratory/ project 6 

Time allocation hours 
Study of textbooks, course support, bibliography and notes 40 
Additional documentation in libraries, specialized electronic platforms, and field research  45 
Preparation of seminars/ laboratories/ projects, homework, papers, portfolios, and essays             15 
Tutorial 5 
Examinations 5 
Other activities.....................................   
3.7 Total number of hours of student activity  125 
3.8 Total number per semester 125 
3.9 Number of credits5) 5 

 
4. Prerequisites (if applicable) 

4.1 curriculum-related •  
4.2 competences-related •  

 
5. Conditions (if applicable) 

5.1 for course development •  
5.2 for seminar/ laboratory/ 
project development 

•  
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6. Specific competences 
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  • Communication and professional relationship with social actors. 
• Identification, information gathering, documentation, assessment and recording of information, analysis, 

evaluation, and specific interventions. 

Tr
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 • Solving in a realistic way - with both theoretical and practical arguments - some usual professional 
situations, in order to solve them efficiently and ethically.  

 
7. Course objectives (resulting from the specific competences to be acquired) 

7.1 General course objective • Gaining knowledge about the ethical norms of scientific research. 

7.2 Specific objectives • Critical analysis of ethical issues applying concepts, theories and standards 
on which decisions are made 

• Evaluation of the appliance of the norms of ethical conduct in the academic 
environment 

 
8. Content 

8.1 Course Teaching methods Number of hours Remarks 
Introduction. Fundamental concepts and 
distinctions 

lecture 2  

Ethical evaluation Lecture and debate 3  
Academical ethics Lecture and debate 2  
Ethical challenges in universities Lecture and debate 2  
Bibliography 
American Psychological Association (2012). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association  
Dunleavy, P. (2003). Authoring a PhD: How to plan, draft, write, and finish a doctoral thesis or dissertation. New York 
(NY): Palgrave Macmillan. 
Ferreol, G. & Flageul N. (2007). Metode și tehnici de exprimare scrisă și orală. Iași: Editura Polirom.  
Goldbort, R. (2006). Writing for science. New Haven (CT) & London (UK): Yale University Press.  
Koepsell, D. (2017). Scientific integrity and research ethics: An approach from the ethos of science. Springer. 
Lathrop A. & Foss K. (2000). Student cheating and plagiarism in the Internet era: A wake -up call. Englewood (CO): 
Libraries Unlimited, Inc. 
Shrader-Fechette, K. S. (2000). Ethics of Scientific Research. Lanham (MA) & London (UK): Rowman &Littlefield.  
8.2 Seminar/ laboratory/ project Teaching-learning 

methods 
Number of hours Remarks 

Integrity issues in universities Presentation and debate 3  
Research’s ethics Presentation and debate 3  
Bibliography 
American Psychological Association (2012). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association  
Dunleavy, P. (2003). Authoring a PhD: How to plan, draft, write, and finish a doctoral thesis or dissertation. New York 
(NY): Palgrave Macmillan. 
Ferreol, G. & Flageul N. (2007). Metode și tehnici de exprimare scrisă și orală. Iași: Editura Polirom.  
Goldbort, R. (2006). Writing for science. New Haven (CT) & London (UK): Yale University Press.  
Koepsell, D. (2017). Scientific integrity and research ethics: An approach from the ethos of science. Springer. 



F03.2-PS7.2-01/ed.3, rev.4 
3 

 

Lathrop A. & Foss K. (2000). Student cheating and plagiarism in the Internet era: A wake -up call. Englewood (CO): 
Libraries Unlimited, Inc. 
Shrader-Fechette, K. S. (2000). Ethics of Scientific Research. Lanham (MA) & London (UK): Rowman &Littlefield.  

 
9. Correlation of course content with the demands of the labour market (epistemic communities, professional 
associations, potential employers in the field of study)  

The aim of the course is to acknowledge the importance of ethics in scientific  r esea r ch.  The  cour se  will  focus on 
fa miliarizing students with the responsible assessment of ethical behaviour norms in the academic area and will allow 
students to a tta in a  higher  leve l of under sta nding a nd pr ofic iency in wr it ing a n a ca demic  text .  

 
10. Evaluation 

Activity type 10.1 Evaluation criteria 10.2 Evaluation methods 10.3 Percentage 
of the final grade 

10.4 Course Writing abilities and 
analytical skills 

Final paper 70% 

Comprehensiveness of 
analysis and analytic 
reflection 

In-class evaluation 15% 

10.5 Seminar/ laboratory/ 
project 

Analytic reflection In-class evaluation 15% 
   

10.6 Minimal performance standard  
• The students must identify an issue of academic integrity or research ethics. In this regard they have to present the 

problem, to explain why it is a matter of ethics and integrity, to identify the causes and the effects of the 
phenomenon, to evaluate it (taking in consideration the ethical evaluation theories) and to identify some solutions 
for solving the problem. 

   
This Course Outline was approved by the Council of the Interdisciplinary Doctoral School (SDI) on 18 November 2025 
and approved by the Council for Doctoral Studies (CSUD) on 19 November 2025.      
 
     

Prof. Dr. Eng. Cătălin ALEXANDRU 

Director of CSUD 
  

Prof. dr. Mona Brigitte ARHIRE 

Director of SDI 
  

PhD Professor Gabriela Ratulea 
Course holder 

 

Holder of seminar 
PhD Professor Gabriela Ratulea 

 
 
Note: 

1) Field of study – select one of the following options: Bachelor / Master / Doctorat (to be filled in according to the 
forceful classification list for study programmes); 

2) Study level – choose from among: Bachelor / Master / Doctorat; 

3) Course status (content) – for the Bachelor level, select one of the following options: FC (fundamental course) / DC 
(course in the study domain)/ SC (speciality course)/ CC (complementary course); for the Master level, select one of 
the following options: PC (proficiency course)/ SC (synthesis course)/ AC (advanced course); 
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4) Course status (attendance type) – select one of the following options: CPC (compulsory course)/ EC (elective 
course)/ NCPC (non-compulsory course); 

5) One credit is the equivalent of 25 study hours (teaching activities and individual study). 
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