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Academic Appointments and Qualifications 

  

2022-2026  Senior researcher (NERC, Co-developer of the proposal), University of 

Reading, UK.  

2024-2025 Visiting Professor, Transilvania University of Brasov, Romania. 

2022                               Habilitation (venia legendi) in Molecular Ecology and Tree Physiology, 

University of Göttingen, Germany. 

2020-2022  Visiting research fellow (German Research Foundation), University of 

Reading, UK.  

2017-2020  Academic Position for Habilitation, University of Göttingen, Germany. 

2014-2017  Principal investigator (German Research Foundation - Project "Eigene 

Stelle"), University of Göttingen, Germany. 

2011-2014   Postdoctoral fellow, University of Göttingen, Germany. 

2011                                           PhD (magna cum laude), University of Göttingen, Germany.  

2006-2011   Doctoral researcher (supervised by Prof. Andrea Polle), University of 

Göttingen, Germany.  

2003-2006  Parental leave  

2000-2003  Research Assistant, University of Bucharest, Romania (part-time 

position).  

1998-2001  Teaching assistant, University of Ecology, Bucharest, Romania  



 

1998-2000    MSc in Plant Embryology, University of Bucharest, Romania  

1994-1998    Diploma in Biology, University of Bucharest, Romania.  

 

Academic Service and Professional Memberships 

  

 

2011 - current                            Reviewer for scientific journals: Annals of Forest Science, Applied  

Microbiology and Biotechnology, Biogeosciences, Catena, Ecological 

Engineering, Ecosphere, Environmental and Experimental Botany, 

Fungal Ecology, Forest Ecology and Management, International 

Journal of Ecology and Eco solution, Journal of Applied Botany and 

Food Quality, Journal of Photochemistry and Photobiology, Mycorrhiza, 

Mycological Progress, New Phytologist, Open Life Sciences, Plant 

Biology, Pedosphere, PeerJ, Plant Physiology, Plos One, Soil 

Research, Soil Biology and Biochemistry, Tree structure and functions, 

Trees.  

2015 - current  Associate editor for Frontiers in Plant Science, Annals of Forest 

Science.  

2022 - current Member of the Advisory Board of New Phytologist Journal. 

 Member of the Organising Committee, 48th New Phytologist 

Symposium: Forest Interactions (2026, Switzerland). 

 

2015 - current  Society memberships: Ecological Society of Germany, Austria, and 

Switzerland (GfÖ), International Mycorrhiza Society (IMS), 

International Society of Root Research (ISRR), British Ecological 

Society (BES), British Society of Soil Science (BSSS), British 

Mycological Society (BMS).  

  

Research Funding  

  

 

Project Title  Period  Amount 
(Euro)  

Funding 
source  

Role  

Contribution of 
ectomycorrhizal fungi to 
European beech drought-
adaptive potential along a 
wide elevation range 

2025-2026 8,000 Society for the 
Protection of 
Underground 
Networks  

Single applicant 



 

Digging into the "Gadgil 
effect": how the competitive 
balance between fungal 
guilds affects carbon and 
nitrogen cycling   

2022 - 2026 495,422 NERC Co-developer of 
the proposal 

The shifts in mycorrhizal 
symbionts within individual 
tree species under 
anthropogenic soil nutrient 
alteration - the effects on 
forest ecosystem processes  

2020 - 2022  100,200  German 
Science 
Foundation 

Research  

Fellowship  

Spatial metacommunity 
dynamics and positive 
species interactions - plant-
fungus symbiosis in the 
coastal environment 

2019 - 2022  140,000  German 
Science 
Foundation  

Co-Investigator, 
three applicants  

External mycelia of 
ectomycorrhizal fungi in 
forest ecosystems under the 
impact of management 
intensity and biodiversity." 
Biodiversity Exploratories.  

2014 - 2017  124,244  German 
Science 
Foundation  

Principal 
Investigator, 
single applicant  

Relationships between 
mycorrhizal fungi and 
colonisation of Salicornia 
cytotypes: Implications for 
ecosystem functioning  

2013 - 2016  100,000  Ministry for 
Science and 
Culture of 
Lower Saxony  

Co-
Investigator, 
two applicants  

 

Not-funded projects 

Project Title  Year Funding source  Role  

Improved sustainable crop 
production by plant root-
fungal interactions fostered  
by intercropping trees in a 
climate change-resilient 
agroecosystem  

2015 Ministry for Science and 
Culture of Lower Saxony 

Single applicant 

Mycorrhizal mycelia 
biomass and the dynamic of 
inter-guild fungal mycelial 
interactions in response to 
forest management and its 
effect on ecosystem 
functions  

2016  German Science Foundation  Single applicant 

Mechanistic integration of 
mycorrhizal fungi in the 
conceptual framework of 
anthropogenic-generated 
soil nutritional imbalance 

2019  German Science Foundation  Single applicant 



 

Functional diversity of 
mycorrhizal fungi along a 
tropical land-use gradient   

2019 German Science Foundation  Two applicants  

 

Teaching and Supervision 

  

  

2011-2020  Teaching fellow   

- Developed, taught, and examined sections of "Fundamentals of 

Forest Botany" (Undergraduate, 120-220 students per year).  

- Developed, taught, and examined lecture series and practicum 

"Mechanisms of stress tolerance: Mycorrhiza" within 

"Ecophysiology and Stress Physiology of Trees" (Postgraduate, 

15-40 students per year).  

- Developed, taught, and examined the "Biodiversity" module 

within "Modern Methods in Ecology" (Postgraduate, 20-40 

students). 

- Established and coordinated a doctoral student Journal Club, 

meeting twice monthly. 

- Led advanced laboratory courses for PhD doctoral students.  

 

2017-2020                               Departmental Teaching coordinator  

- Coordinated departmental teaching delivery and examinations.  

- Oversaw curriculum development and implementation.    

 

2016 - current  Research Advisor  

- Served as member of PhD examination boards (2 candidates). 

- Co-supervised doctoral candidates (5 completed, all awarded 

magna cum laude; 2 ongoing). 

- Supervised Master's theses (5 completed, all awarded 

Outstanding).  

- Mentored undergraduate research assistants and honours thesis 

projects.  

- Served as examiner for Master’s and Bachelor’s theses. 

 

Public Engagement and Outreach 

  

  

2019                                       Organiser Night of Science: "The secret life of the forests - the forest 

www (Wood Wide Web). Mycorrhiza." University of 

Göttingen. Germany     



 

2019 Contributed to two popular science articles for children, “The 

Networked World of Plants” (Spektrum der Wissenschaft, ZEIT 

LEO).  

2023-2024 My Soil Mates Project: 75th Anniversary Joint Grant of the 

British Society of Soil Science and Sociedad Española de 

Ciencia del Suelo. The project aimed to increase school 

students’ awareness and appreciation of soil biodiversity, 

encouraging them to protect and enhance it.  

2024 Participating in the Community Festival at the University of 

Reading. 

2025 Numerous direct contacts with local communities and forestry 

students in Romania through the SPUN Project, aimed at 

enhancing awareness and protection of soil fungal networks. 
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